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Golf’s structure of rules and rules enforcement 
is a big part of what makes the game unique.
In most sports, players work, and in some 
cases are tacitly encouraged, to find ways to 
get around the rules. In golf, the competitors 
often call penalties on themselves for 
infractions no other individual could possibly 
detect.
Some situations however, such as those 
involving pace of play require, require the 
intervention of third parties.
Most of you are aware of what unfolded at the 
recent Sybase Match Play Championship. This 
issue of Women’s Golf Report features a report 
on what transpired.
In the end, LPGA rules official Doug Brecht 
was lauded by some and chastised by others 
for enforcing the LPGA’s regulations regarding 
pace of play.
At the heart of golf’s code of integrity is the 
idea that all players are equal. It’s essential to 
the entire structure of the game that no one is 
afforded special treatment because of their 
name, status, or past accomplishments.
And just as essential that people like Doug 
Brecht receive the respect they deserve for 
upholding that standard of integrity.

Munoz Win Highlights a Memorable Sybase 
Match Play Championship
By Rick Woelfel

One of the charms of match-play golf at the 
professional level is its unpredictability. A gathering 
of 64 of the top players in the world is sure to 
produce a surprise or two.
But no one could have predicted what transpired on 
the final day of the Sybase Match Championship, a 
tournament that will be remembered for some 
unfortunate reasons and, in the end, for all of the 
right ones.
It was Azahara Munoz who reached the winner’s 
circle by meeting the challenge of winning six 
matches in four days at Hamilton Farm Golf Club in 
Gladstone, New Jersey, including a 2-and-1 win 
over Candie Kung in the 18-hole championship 
match, which gave her her first LPGA title.

The most vivid images of the week however were 
etched during Munoz’s win over Morgan Pressel in 
the Sunday-morning semifinal, one that turned on a 
penalty assessed to Pressel for violating the LPGA’s 
pace of play policy.
Pressel held a 2-up lead at the turn, but after 
winning the 12th hole with a par however, to 
seemingly go 3 up, Pressel was notified she was 
being penalized for violating the LPGA’s pace of 
play policy. Her 3-up lead was suddenly a 1-up 
advantage.
The tension escalated at the 15th hole when Pressel 
lodged a claim against her opponent, claiming she 
had touched the line of her putt with her putter.
Match referee Marty Robinson contacted the 
committee, whose members viewed a television 
replay of the alleged infraction, which turned out to 
be inconclusive.
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Munoz went on to birdie the 15th, 16, and 17th holes 
to win the match 2 and 1 and set up a face off 
against Kung, who defeated Vicky Hurst 2 and 1 in 
the other semifinal.
In light of earlier events, the championship match 
was somewhat anticlimactic, albeit extraordinarily 
competitive.  Through the first 11 holes neither 
player had a lead greater than 1 up. Munoz birdied 
the 12th and 13th to take a 2-up advantage and was 
still 1 up when the players arrived at the 155-yard 
par-3 16th. Kung, who had the honor, missed the 
green to the left, winding up in dense rough to the 
left of a cart path. Munoz also missed left, not as 
severely, but in the same general area.
Kung’s chip came out hot and scurried across the 
green; it would have ended up in a greenside 
bunker had it not  struck a television cameraman 
standing near the green.
Munoz couldn’t get up and down from her position 
but won the hole with a bogey four. She won the 
match at the 17th with a conceded par after Kung 
missed a birdie try from 15 feet.
It was an emotional win for the 24-year old 
Spaniard, who won in Europe in 2009 before 
claiming the LPGA’s Louise Suggs Rookie of the 
Year Award the following year. She also played on 
the victorious European Solheim Cup team last 
summer.
“None of us play our best,” Munoz said, “but we 
didn't make many mistakes.  I feel at the end hole, 
16 was kind of weird.  She got really unlucky on 
the ball bouncing way left, so I got a good break 
there.  But other than that, I started pretty slow and 
then made really good birdies on 11, on 13, so that 
kind of got me going.”
Pressel a close friend of Munoz, embraced her at 
the 17th green after winning her own consolation 
match. It was a gesture that meant a lot to the new 
champion.
“You know, we are really good friends,” Munoz 
said, “and I guess what happens on the course stays 
on the course.  But I was really worried after we 
finished because she's a really good friend of mine 
and I didn't want that to change.  So I want to talk 
to her before going out this afternoon just to feel 
better about myself and I didn't see her, so I sent 
her a text saying how I felt, what I thought, and we 
could talk after the round, because I didn't know if I 
was going to see her.  So she came to me on the 
range and told me, ‘Just win it for me.’ 
“ So that meant a lot that she came to talk to me 
before my round, and obviously having her on 17, 
it was really special.”

Sybase Match Play Championship
Patty Berg Divison
First Round
Yani Tseng def. Jeong Jang 1 up; Katie Futcher def. Chella 
Choi 4 and 3; Candie Kung def. Catrioma Matthew 3 and 1; 
Haeji Kang. def. Caroline Hedwall 3 and 2; Jennifer Johnson 
def. Paula Creamer 2 and 1; Karine Icher def. Hee Young Park 
4 and 2; Ryann O’Toole def. Brittany Lincicome 2 and 1; 
Julieta Granada def. Brittany Lang 2 and 1.
Second Round
Tseng def. Futcher 3 and 1; Kung def. Kang 1 up; Icher def. 
Johnson 2 and 1; Granada def. O’Toole 6 and 5.
Third Round
Kung def. Tseng 3 and 2; Granada def. Icher 1 up.
Quarterfinal
Kung def. Granada 2 and 1

Kathy Whitworth Division
Mariajo Uribe def. Ai Miyazato 2 up; Katherine Hull def. 
Song-Hee Kim 3 and 2; So Yeon Ryu def. Karin Sjodin 2 and 
1; Mina Harigae def. Michelle Wie 3 and 2; Cristie Kerr def. 
Belen Mozo 2 and 1; Vicky Hurst def. Meena Lee 2 and 1; 
Angela Stanford def. Wendy Ward 2 and 1; Eun-Hee Ji def. 
Maria Hjorth 1 up.
Second Round
Hull def. Uribe 1 up; def. Harrigae 3 and 2; Hurst def. Kerr 19 
holes; Stanford def. Ji 4 and 3.
Third Round
Ryu def. Hull 5 and 4; Hurst def. Stanford 2 and 1.
Quarterfinal
Hurst def. Ryu 1 up

Mickey Wright Division
Na Yeon Choi def. Grace Park 2 and 1; Jenny Shin def. Kang 4 
and 2; Morgan Pressel def. Mindy Kim 5 and 4; Innbee Park 
def. Hee-Won Han 3 and 2; Jiyai Shin def. Jennifer Song 6 and 
5; Anna Nordqvist def. Beatriz Recari 2 and 1; Amy Yang def.  
AmyHung 3 and 2; Natalie Gulbis def. Mika Miyazato 1 up.
Second Round
Choi def. Shin 3 and 2; Pressel def. Park 3 and 2; Nordqvist 
def. Shin 2 and 1; Yang def. Gulbis 5 and 4.
Third Round
Pressel def. Choi 19 holes; Nordqvist def. Yang 3 and 1.
Quarterfinal
Pressel def. Nordqvist 5 and 4

Annika Sorenstam Division
Jodi Ewart def. Suzann Pettersen 3 and 1; Sophie Gustafson 
def. Karen Stupples 4 and 3; Karrie Webb def. Tiffany Joh 4 
and 3; Azahara Munoz def. Lindsey Wright 4 and 3; Stacy 
Lewis def.Pat Hurst 4 and 3; Sandra Gal def. Phatlum 2 up; 
Yoo def. Amanda Blumenhurst 3 and 2; Jessica Korda def. Seo 
1 up.
Second Round
Ewart def. Gustafson 3 and 1; Munoz def. Webb 2 and 1; 
Lewis def. Gal 4 and 3; Yoo def. Korda 2 up.
Third Round
 Munoz def. Ewart 2 and 1; Lewis def. Yoo 1 up.
Quarterfinal
Munoz def. Lewis 5 and 4

Semifinals
Kung def. Hurst 2 and 1
Munoz def.Pressel  2 and 1
Championship Match
Munoz def. Kung 2 and 1
Consolation
Pressel def. Hurst 2 and 1
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What Happened at Sybase?
By Rick Woelfel

Azahara Munoz won the LPGA’s Sybase Match Play 
Championship but much of the post-tournament 
discussion has to do with what happened during her 
semifinal match against Morgan Pressel.
Munoz prevailed 2 and 1 in a match marred by two 
controversies.
The first occurred at the 12th hole. Pressel was two up 
through the 11th and appeared to have won the 12th 
when Munoz missed a three-footer for par. But as the 
players reached the 13th tee Pressel was told by 
LPGA official Doug Brecht that she was being 
penalized for violating the LPGA’s pace of play 
policy.
Here’s what happened.
By the time they finished the ninth hole Pressel and 
Munoz were out of position; they had fallen well 
behind Kung and Vicky Hurst, who were playing 
their own semifinal match ahead of them and were 
well behind their “Time par” for the golf course 
(Four hours, six minutes to complete 18 holes).
When they reached the 10th tee, Pressel and Munoz 
were given a warning.  When they reached the tee at 
the par-3 12th they were notified by LPGA rules 
official Marty Robinson, the match referee, that they 
were being timed.
Once they were on the clock, Pressel and Munoz 
were both responsible for taking no more than an 
average of 30 seconds to play each stroke (they were 
also each entitled to a 10-second grace period).
The 30-second clock started each time it was that 
player’s turn to play.
In other words, if a player completed the hole in three 
strokes, she was required to do so in no more than 
100 seconds (an average of 30 seconds per stroke 
plus the 10-second grace period).
The first player on the tee at a par three also gets a bit 
of extra time.
“We apply the pace of play equally to all players,” 
said Heather Daly Donofrio, the LPGA’s Senior Vice 
President of Tour Operations. “We apply it equally to 
all days of a tournament, whether it’s stroke play or 
match play. That’s to maintain a fair and competitive 
environment. There are no players who are ever 
required to play faster than anybody else. Every 
group in the field is required to play in the same 
amount of time.”
Brecht had the sole responsibility of monitoring the 
clock. The veteran rules official joined the group 
once Pressel and Munoz were put on the clock.
Pressel won the 12th hole with a par when Munoz 
missed a three-foot par putt of her own. At that 
moment, Pressel was seemingly 3-up in the match
At that point however, she was notified that she had 
taken more than the allotted 100 seconds to play the 
12th hole. The penalty—loss of hole, meant Pressel 
was just 1-up in the match instead of 3-up as the 

players moved to the 13th tee. (The penalty would 
have been two strokes in medal play).
“It was a really big, I think, turning point in the 
match,” Pressel said, “going from 2‑up to 3‑up, and 
then all of a sudden back to 1‑up. I mean, it was 
really unfortunate.”
Pressel changed clubs on the 12th tee, which 
contributed to the situation.
“I had a 5‑hybrid,” she said. “and I felt like the wind 
was gusting a little bit more, so I pulled out the four. 
The funny thing is, if I wouldn't have had the honor, 
that probably wouldn't have happened.  And, you 
know, it was strange because we had been warned for 
about four holes, and then all of a sudden at that 
point they chose to put us on the clock.  It was just a 
very bizarre situation on the golf course today.”
Pressel felt she wound up being penalized for 
Munoz’s  deliberate pace.  “I think that what bothers 
me the most is that we were given sufficient 
warning,” she said, “and she really didn't do anything 
to speed up and then I was penalized for it.”
The pace-of-play issue was not the only incident that 
intruded on the match.At the 15th green  Pressel 
lodged a claim against her opponent, claiming that 
Muoz had touched her line with her putter, a breech 
that calls for a loss-of-hole penalty in match play.
Robinson said that Munoz “Waved her putter over 
the line to give herself a look at that line line. Morgan 
at that point made a claim and said she touched her 
putter on the ground and touched the line of putt.”
From his vantage point, Robinson couldn’t see if 
Munoz had touched the line of putt or not. At that 
point, he called the committee who looked at the 
incident on replay; the only camera angle available 
was from  behind and was inconclusive.
“I'm not going to say that I was disappointed that 
there was no penalty,” Pressel said.”  But, I mean, it 
is the Rules of Golf at that point, the same thing that I 
was penalized for three holes before.  She ‑‑ on I 
think it was the 6th hole, I kind of saw her ‑‑ she goes 
halfway to the hole and lines up her putt, and she put 
her putter down.  And I looked up at my caddie and I 
said, I think she just put her putter on the ground, 
which you can't do.  You can't touch the line of the 
putt no matter what you're trying to do with it.  
“And then I just happened to look up and saw her do 
it again on 15, and I mean, I guess if she doesn't feel 
like she did it, then that's the Rules of Golf at that 
point.”
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LPGA Makes the Right Call on Pressel
By Rick Woelfel

The LPGA Tour took a big step forward at the 
Sybase Match Play Championship, although it may 
not appear that way on the surface.
The dustup involving Morgan Pressel and Azahara 
Munoz in the semifinals wound up taking most of 
the luster away from the final between Munoz and 
Candie Kung, which Munoz eventually won to 
claim her first LPGA title.
The discussion afterward was about Pressel’s 
difficulties. Some have claimed that penalizing her 
for slow play was not in keeping with the intent of 
the rule; that since only four players were on the 
golf course at the time the officials should have 
‘Put the watch away’ and ‘Let the players 
determine the outcome.’
The critics’ arrows have misfired.
The concept of ‘Let the players play’ stems from 
the philosophy of advantage-advantage; that is an 
infraction should be called if it places an opponent 
at a disadvantage.
That philosophy evolved, quite intentionally, in 
sports that involve physical contact between 
opponents, basketball in particular, although it is 
often applicable in other sports as well, notably 
soccer and ice hockey.
It must be noted however that it does not apply in 
many situations. A basketball player is either in 
bounds or out of bounds. A last-second shot does or 
not beat the horn. A puck does or does not cross the 
goal line.
There are few gray areas to be found in the Rules 
of Golf, which cover every conceivable situation.

And what happened to Morgan Pressel was most 
assuredly not a gray-area call. Her group was on 
the clock and she violated the pace-of-play policy. 
Thus, she was penalized.
Those who claim that Doug Brecht, the official 
who made the call, was being too literal in his 
interpretation of the rule are ignoring the broader 
ramifications.
First Brecht and Marty Robinson, the referee for 
the Pressel-Munoz match, had a responsibility to 
protect the entire field, and to ensure that the rules 
were enforced consistently throughout all four days 
and all six rounds of competition, regardless of the 
player involved.
That last point is no small matter.
Not so long ago there were indications that certain 
LPGA players were receiving preferential 
treatment in the matter of rules issues.
Brecht’s actions in the Pressel matter sent a loud, 
clear message; that all players in the field are 
created equal regardless of their level of name 
recognition or position on the money list.
No other approach can be condoned if the LPGA is 
to thrive.
While some would call Brecht overbearing, we 
would call him an official who stepped up when it 
mattered and made the call that had to be made.
If Doug Brecht ever decides to take up umpiring 
softball, I want him on my crew.

The author has been umpiring baseball and 
softball since age 14. He has also officiated 
football and basketball.

Azahara Munoz
Photo by Tom Imperial

Get help with your game on line 
from PGA professional Julie 
Bartleson Oldfield. 

To learn more about how Great 
Golf Solutions can help you play 
better golf go to:
greatgolfsolutions.com

Tell Julie you heard about her 
on-line instruction program 
from the Women’s Golf Report

 



PHILADELPHIA WOMENS GOLF REPORT  June 2012  Page5

USGA Unveils Mickey Wright Tribute
By Rick Woelfel
 
In some sports there is an ongoing argument about 
who is ‘The best of all time.’ In women’s golf 
however, there is no such debate. One name stands 
apart by acclimation.
For it is universally acknowledged that Mary 
Katherine “Mickey” Wright was the best there ever 
was.
Over the course of a career that effectively lasted just 
13 seasons she established a standard of excellence 
that few have come close to and none have matched.
The numbers alone are staggering. Wright compiled 
82 LPGA wins. Thirteen of them were major 
championships, including four U.S. Women’s Opens.  
She captured the Vare Trophy for lowest scoring 
average five years running from 1960-64.
The United States Golf Association recently unveiled 
a gallery at Golf House dedicated to her life and 
career. The Mickey Wright Room was opened to the 
media and special guests during the Sybase LPGA 
Championship at nearby Hamilton Farm Golf Club; it  
will be opened to the general public on June 16th.
It’s the fourth time the USGA has created a 
permanent gallery to honor a specific 
player. The other three were Bobby 
Jones, Ben Hogan, and Arnold 
Palmer
The permanent 400-square-foot 
display features more than 200 
artifacts from Wrights career, Among 
them are the Wilson Staff clubs she 
used for more than three decades, 
and two of her U.S. Women’s Open 
trophies, along with the trophy she 
received for winning the USGA 
Girls’ Junior in 1952.
But the most memorable part of the 
exhibit is the collection of film clips 
of Mickey Wright swinging a golf 
club. They were obtained from a 
number of sources; USGA archives, 
a match from the original Shell’s 
Wonderful World of Golf series from 
the 1960s, and from film shot on a driving range.
Watching her swing a club is a memorable experience 
for any golf enthusiast. For the professionals who 
competed against her the experience bordered on 
something almost mystical.
The clips were accompanied by videotaped 
comments from the likes of Tom Watson and Ben 
Crenshaw, celebrating the magnificence of Wright’s 
swing.
Wright was unable to attend the dedication ceremony 
at Golf House, but Joanne Carner, an eight-time 
USGA champion herself, represented her and read a 
letter from Wright to the assembled guests.

Carner recalled watching Wright in competition.
“It was how solid she struck the ball,” she said. “ 
Every time. I don’t think I ever saw her hit a shot fat. 
When you played with her you kind of upped your 
own skills too.”
Carner says the tempo of Wright’s swing was 
particularly memorable. “The rhythm was the most 
amazing thing,” she said. “You never saw her fall off 
balance. I don’t think she ever tried to hit it too hard. 
Even though she swung full and hard it was so 
smooth looking that you really had to stop and thing 
about how hard she was hitting it.”
There is no question in Carner’s mind that Wright 
stands atop the pyramid as the greatest female player 
in history. “She’s the best I ever saw,” Carner says. “I 
played with Annika, I played with Lopez and 
Whitworth, and to me Mickey was just far superior. 
Ability wise, ball striking, professionalism. She was 
friendly with the galleries.”
Carner says the inclusion of Wright alongside Jones, 
Hogan, and Palmer is something she’s been waiting 
for for a long time.
“You go back to Joyce Weatherford and all those 
great women golfers,” she says, “and no one has ever 
done a museum piece like the USGA just did here. 

The World Golf Hall of Fame does not honor 
any women in their special exhibits. It’s 
pretty spectacular to have the USGA be the 
first.”
Wendy Ward spent some time in the museum 
following the ceremony. The 17-year LPGA 
veteran earned a spot in USGA history by 
winning the 1994 U.S. Women’s Amateur 
and playing on the Curtis Cup team that year.
“When you’re watching Tom Watson and 
Ben Crenshaw and the greats of the game 
acknowledge that Mickey Wright had the 
greatest swing in golf, not just women’s golf, 
that’s a very huge compliment,” she says.
It was So Yeon Ryu’s first visit to the USGA 
museum. The 2011 U.S. Women’s Open 
champion spent time in the Mickey Wright 
Room but also took time to stop in the Hall 
of Champions, where the name of every 

USGA champion dating back to 1895 is listed 
in bronze, including hers.
“It’s an honor,” she said. “There are a lot of golfers, 
but my name is in the USGA museum. It’s a surprise 
for me because I’m a young player.”
Though Ryu has spent most of her professional career 
in Korea she’s learned a few things about Wright and 
other LPGA players of days gone by. She’s 
particularly impressed by Wright’s enthusiasm for the 
game.
“Her face (in a photo) is really smiley,” she said. “It’s 
not a fake smile. I want to be like that. I want to work 
hard and enjoy my golf.”

So Yeon Ryu in the Mickey Wright  Room
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INTER-CITY M,ATCHES FOR THE GRISCOM CUP 
Gulph Mills GC, King of Prussia, PA 

 

MAY 30, 2012 
 

FOURSOMES 
                

MASSACHUSETTS    NY  PHILA       NEW YORK MASS  PHILA     PHILADELPHIA   MASS NY 

1.Tara JoyConnelly 
3 3 

1.Alicia Kapheim1.   
0 2 1/2 

1      Catherine Elliott 
0 1/2 

  Tracy Martin  Scotland Preston          Noreen Mohler 

2.Annette Gaiotti 
1/2 ½ 

2  Susan DeKalb.     
2 1/2 1 1/2 

2.      Ann Laughlin 
2 1/2 1 1/2 

   Kristen Macdonald       Ellen Oswald     Kelli Pry 

3  Mary Gale 
3 0 

3  Frances Gacos.   
0 0 

3.  Gabriella Di Marco   
3 3 

   Katie Nelson       Pheobe Timpson    Alexandra Frazier 

4 Joanne Catlin   
1 0 

4.  Laura Algiero 
2 1 1/2 

4. Kerry Rutan 
3 1 1/2 

    Pam Kuong       Denise Martorana        Liz Haines 

 
 
TOTALS: MASSACHUSETTS   11     
   
  NEW YORK   10  
 
  PHILADELPHIA  15 
 
 

The Women’s Golf Association of Philadelphia made a 
successful defense at the 2012 edition of the Women’s Intercity 
Matches for the Griscom Cup at Gulph Mills Golf Club.
Look for details in the July issue of Women’s Golf Report.
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Merion Prevails in Philadelphia Cup
By Rick Woelfel

Some things about golf are entirely 
predictable.
April means it’s time for the Masters. And in 
May the battle between Merion and 
Philadelphia Cricket will come down to the 
last match and the last putt.
So it was once more, as Merion prevailed 4-3 
over Philadelphia Cricket’s Militia Hill Course 
to capture 112th edition of the Women’s Golf 
Association of Philadelphia’s Philadelphia Cup  
matches.
The successful title defense marked the 66th 
title for Merion in a series that dates back to 
the 19th century.
Both teams came into their matchup having 
won their first four matches in the series and 
the finale was as tightly contested as expected; 
all seven matches went to the 16th hole or 
beyond.
It was veteran Merion veteran Nancy Porter, 
playing in the fifth spot in the lineup, who 
picked up the decisive point by scoring a 1-up 
victory over Jan Albert after the teams split the 
first six matches on the card.
Merion’s other winners were Liz Haines over 
Malena Regan in the second slot, Loraine 
Jones over Marji Goldman in the fourth 
position, and Katie Sibel over Cynthia Clough 
in the sixth spot.
Kerry Rutan, Alison Shoemaker, and Becky 
Sanderson won matches for the hosts.
For Haines, who has won everything there is to 
win in the Women’s Golf Association of 
Philadelphia, the thrill of victory never 
becomes routine.  She has been a fixture in the 
Merion lineup for some three decades.
“It never gets old,” she says. “I’m so excited. 
It’s a great team to be part of.”
Haines wasn’t surprised that the final match 
was close. “It always comes down to the end,” 
she says. “And they certainly had an advantage 
playing at home.”

Kim Simmons, Merion’s captain, points out 
that it’s vital the players stay focused 
throughout their respective matches.
“You’ve got to focus and play every shot,” she 
said. “That’s the thing about match play. It can 
go either way.”
Nancy Porter is intimately familiar with the 
tradition that accompanies the WGAP’s 
interclub competition and the Philadelphia 
Cup. She first competed in the matches 
alongside her mother Dorothy, one of the 
greatest players in history.
“I love Merion,” she says. “That’s where my 
mother won the U.S. Women’s Amateur (in 
1949). And our team is such a great group of 
women.”
Merion has won 66 of the 112 Philadelphia 
Cups that have been contested. Its first victory 
in the series came in 1898 when William 
McKinley was in the White House.
The hosts were seeking their ninth 
championship, their first since 2010.

Merion 4, Philadelphia Cricket 3
Kerry Rutan (PC) def. Catherine Elliott 3 and 
2; Liz Haines (M) def. Malena Regan 3 and 2; 
Alison Shoemaker (PC) def. Kim Simmons 2 
up; Loraine Jones (M) def. Marji Goldman 2 
and 1; Nancy Porter (M) def. Jan Albert 1 up; 
Katie Sibel (M) defeated Cynthia Clough 4 and 
2; Becky Sanderson (PC) def. Vinny West 4 
and 3.

The Merion team with Pro Scott Nye
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Remembering Lessons from Vision 54
By Alison Shoemaker

“Are you going to be in the ‘Think Box’ or 
the ‘Play Box’ today?” my friend asked me 
before teeing off the other day. She was 
referring to my work with Vision 54, the 
Swedish mental game super coaches. 
Whether she was kidding or not their lessons 
are no joke. Since I went to their school five 
years ago my handicap has dropped and my 
game has become much more consistent.
Of course this was the original goal but in 
the end it was not the biggest game changer. 
The most significant transformation I made 
through their teachings is very basic yet has 
been monumental for me: I enjoy playing 
golf more; I am a happier player, and oddly 
enough a happier person. 
Maybe it’s because my scores are lower but 
I’m even happy on the days I don’t score 
well (maybe not quite as happy). How did 
they transform me? They teach you not to 
judge your shots, not to act negatively, to 
stay calm and in the present, to take joy in 
the game and to learn and grow from every 
shot, good or bad. They teach you to relax, to 
breath, to let go. It’s so much easier to focus, 
to recover, to be confident in this frame of 
mind. 
No more slipping into the downward spiral 
of lost swings, of disastrous rounds. No more 
cortisol (a stress hormone) overload that kills 
your tempo, your mood, and your score. I 
used to get very disappointed and angry with 
myself, which did nothing but make my 
game worse. Now I don’t judge, and I stay 
calm. It’s a joy to play this way—a walking 
meditation.  
But you know what? Lately I have been 
slipping further and further away from the 
Vision 54 message. So whether my friend 
was joking or not, I appreciated her 
reminder. 

Today I will differentiate between the “Think 
Box” and the “Play Box.” Today I will try to 
limit my swing thoughts—my focus will be 
my target. Today I will commit to every shot 
and I will be nonjudgmental and serene no 
matter where my ball goes. Today I won’t get 
annoyed by slow players in front of me, I 
will enjoy the birds and the trees and 
conversation with my friend while waiting to 
hit (I wish myself luck with that one). 
Tonight I will get out my notes, review my 
scribblings and recommit to strengthening 
the areas that need work. Improving the 
mental game is just like working on the 
mechanical side—it is a continuous process 
that takes practice and commitment. 
Tomorrow I will be more deliberate on the 
practice tee, instead of doing the mindless 
“scrap and hit.” Today I will stay in the 
present, appreciate my good fortune to be on 
the course and find joy where I can, no 
matter how and where my ball travels. And 
who knows maybe today will be the day I 
shoot a 54.
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Lewis Among the LPGA’s Best and Brightest
By Rick Woelfel

She goes about her business with little flash or fanfare. 
But very quietly, Stacy Lewis has become a major face in 
women’s golf.
The 27-year old has played some of her best golf in 
recent weeks.
Lewis’s win at the ShopRite LPGA Classic was the third 
of her career and her second in just five weeks.
She picked up a win at the Mobile LPGA Classic in late 
April, then tied for fifth at the Sybase Match Play 
Championship. She won three matches at Hamilton Farm 
Golf Club before falling to eventual champion Azahara 
Munoz 5 and 4 in the quarterfinals.
She came into the month of June listed seventh in the 
world rankings, trailing only Yani Tseng, Na Yeon Choi, 
Suzann Pettersen, Ai Miyazato, fellow American Cristie 
Kerr, and Sun Ju Ahn.
Lewis began attracting a lot of 
attention after making the 2011 Kraft 
Nabisco Championship her first 
career win. She’s been one of the 
finest players in the world since then, 
and played on the U.S. Solheim Cup 
team last year but she hadn’t returned 
to the winner’s circle until her 
triumph in Alabama.
“It was satisfying just to win again,” 
she says, “and to be in contention and 
have that feeling again. I guess it kind 
of proves to people that I’m here to 
stay and want to keep winning.”
Despite the long dry spell between wins, Lewis said she 
was always confident she would taste victory again.
“I don’t think I ever doubted it,” she said, “it’s hard to 
win. You have to have a lot of things go your way and 
that kind if thing. So I don’t think I ever doubted; 
definitely though when you keep getting close and keep 
knocking on the door it gets frustrating. I knew I would 
win again, but I didn’t think it would take quite so long 
either.”
Lewis’s climb to success was not an easy one, even by the 
demanding standards of professional golf. Starting at age 
11 she wore a back brace for more than seven years to 
combat the effects of scoliosis, or curvature of the spine. 
She finally underwent back surgery during her senior year 
of high school and spent her first years at the University 
of Arkansas as a redshirt.
Lewis went on to have a sensational collegiate career. She 
was a four-time All-American, a 2006 U.S. Women’s 
Amateur semifinalist and the 2007 NCAA individual 
champion. She also played on the 2008 U.S. Curtis Cup 
team.
But perhaps because of her medical history, she 
understood the fragile nature of a career as a professional 
golfer. She remained focused on getting her degree from 
Arkansas, which she did in 2008 in Finance and 
Accounting.
It’s an accomplishment she takes considerable pride in. 
“It’s huge,” she says. “Getting an education is number 

one. If you look at the top 10 players in the world I don’t 
think there are many who have a college degree. I think 
that’s something that sets me apart from everybody else.”
Lewis supports the LPGA’s Scoring for Schools initiative, 
which encourages youngsters to further their education.
“There really aren’t that many people who are successful 
on the LPGA Tour,” she says. “You never know what can 
happen. You can break your leg and never play golf 
again, or hurt your wrist and never play again so I think 
it’s important to have that degree to fall back on.
“I think Scoring for Schools is huge as far as getting us 
out there and showing kids that it’s okay to stay in school 
and that you can still play good golf and go to school.”
Lewis’s degree also made her attractive to corporate 
America, specifically financial firm KPMG, which signed 
her earlier this year. She’s also connected with several 
other sponsors as well and says her experiences in the 
corporate world have broadened her perspective.

“Good golf always tends to bring more 
things of the course,” she says, “but it does 
allow me to get outside of golf and do some 
things that aren’t really related to golf. 
Starting with Antigua, which is a great golf 
apparel company, and KPMG. 
“I get to go have days with some of their 
executives all over the country and all over 
the world. It’s a great opportunity for me to 
grow as a person and get my name out there 
outside of golf.
“It’s good to have these companies step up 
and believe in me and realize that I’m a 
good representative for their company to 

wear their logo and travel around the world with it.”
Lewis has expanded her horizons in other ways as well. 
In December of 2010 she traveled to Africa with Betsy 
King as part of King’s Golf Fore Africa outreach effort.
“It really changed my perspective on playing golf for a 
living,” Lewis says, “and what I do every day.
“I didn’t really play golf for the money and I still don’t 
play golf for the money, (but) I realize the better I play 
golf the more I can help other people. Going to Africa 
shows how lucky we are in the States and how we should 
be grateful for everything we have.”
For all that she’s doing off the golf course, Lewis remains 
as focused as ever when she’s on it.

She freely admits that she is focused becoming the top-
ranked American player in the sport, and a good case 
could be made that she’s achieved that distinction, 
regardless of her place in the world rankings.
“That was one of my goals coming into the year,” she 
said, to continue to move up the rankings and also earn 
Solheim Cup points. That’s something that I’ve been 
looking at and kind of gauging what I’ve been doing off 
of that. I definitely pay attention to (the rankings). I watch 
them and I want to be in the top spot too.”

More details on the ShopRite LPGA Classic will appear 
in the July issue of Women’s Golf Report.

Stacy Lewis
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Neshanic Valley Ready for U.S. Women’s 
Amateur Public Links
By Rick Woelfel

In just three-and-a-half decades the U.S. 
Women’s Amateur Public Links Championship 
has compiled an impressive history.
The 36th edition of the championship will be 
staged at Neshanic Valley Golf Course in 
Neshanic Station, New Jersey from June 18th 
through the 23rd.
The event was first conducted in 1977 to serve 
as a national championship for bona fide female 
public-course players.
The WAPL’s list of past champions includes an 
assortment of future LPGA Tour players, among 
them the late Heather Farr, recent Sybase Match 
Play Championship finalist Candie Kung, 
Tiffany Joh (twice), Jill McGill, and Michelle 
Wie, who won the title in 2003 at age 13 to 
become the youngest ‘adult’ USGA champion in 
history, a distinction she still holds.
The 36th edition of the championship will feature 
156 players.
Practice rounds on Saturday and Sunday, June 
16th and 17th will be followed by two days of 
meal play on Monday and Tuesday, June 18th 
and 19th.
From there the field will be reduced to 64 
players for match play, which commences on 
Wednesday, June 20th.
Second and third-round matches are set for 
Thursday, June 21st with the quarterfinals and 
final set for the following day. The 36-hole 
finale is set for Saturday, June 23.
Admission to the championship is free to the 
public.
Joh, who won WAPL titles in 2006 and ’08 
attended the kickoff for this year’s event.
“Winning meant so much to me,” she said, 
“Winning in 2006 was a surprise, winning in 
2008 was an even bigger surprise. The USGA 

has become like my second family, so it was 
really nice to come here and reunite with the 
people I’ve been so close to over the years.”
The layout at Neshanic Valley consists of three 
nines, the Ridge, the Meadow, and the Lake, the 
latter two of which will be used for the 
championship.
The posted yardage is 6,195 yards with a par of 
72, although the USGA’s Teresa Belmont, who is 
in charge of course setup, is likely to reposition a 
tee marker or two over the course of the week.
The golf course, which was completed in 2004, 
was designed by Dr. Michael Hurdzan, whose 
design credits include Hamilton Farm Golf Club, 
and the Militia Hill Course at Philadelphia 
Cricket Club, among others.
Neshanic Valley is the flagship of the five-
course Somerset County Parks Commission 
system.
It’s been used for major events several times in 
the past, including a qualifier for the U.S. 
Women’s Open in 2009 as well as the New 
Jersey Women’s Amateur and Girls’ Junior 
championships.
Bob Ransone, the Deputy Director of Golf 
Management for the county is serving as the 
championship’s general chair. He’s counting 
down the days to tournament week with eager 
anticipation.
“It’s a very good feeling,” he says. “We’ve 
actually had a working committee fro a bout a 
year-and-a-half. We put this together but to see it 
come together now, it’s a very, very good 
feeling.”
Ransone says the county was fully behind the 
effort to stage this event.
“We got wonderful support from our 
freeholders,” he says,” Our (park) 
commissioners are 100 percent behind the game 
of golf. They want to help it grow, and this is a 
way for them to do it.”

For additional golf-related 
content, including Women’s Golf 
Report audio podcasts, check out 
www.golfscribe.squarespace.com

http://www.golfscribe.squarespace.com
http://www.golfscribe.squarespace.com
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Wintergreen Resort Sold

WINTERGREEN, Va. – James C. Justice, II, 
Chairman, President and CEO of James C. Justice 
Companies, Inc. and The Greenbrier Resort®, along 
with L. Allen Bennett, Jr. , Chairman of Wintergreen 
Partners, Inc., today announce the signing of a Merger 
Agreement which provides for the acquisition of 
Wintergreen Resort by the Justice family.
The Agreement has been approved by the Wintergreen 
Partners, Inc. Board of Directors and will now be 
presented to the Class A Equity members of 
Wintergreen on June 24, 2012 for approval. The 
closing of this transaction will take place prior to June 
30, 2012.
Commenting on the sale, Mr. Justice said, “We are 
excited about this acquisition for two reasons, one 
being the obvious tie in with our other properties, The 
Greenbrier Resort® and The Resort at Glade Springs®, 
the other being what this means for the property 
owners and members of Wintergreen along with the 
general public. We intend to take this property to the 
next level and see tremendous opportunities as we 
work with the Wintergreen management and staff in 
developing new membership programs and vacation 
packages. The Wintergreen facilities are spectacular 
and the entire Resort has a tremendous impact on the 
local and regional tourism industry.”
Wintergreen’s Mr. Bennett remarked, “We are 
delighted by the vision which the Justice family is 
bringing to the resort. While we’ve had our own 
challenges over the past several months, we are 
gratified to have found an excellent business partner 
who has provided Wintergreen with the opportunity to 
grow, while at the same time preserving the family-
oriented nature of our community. We share a common 
outlook on the potential for growth in central Virginia, 
and look forward to working together to take 
Wintergreen to the next level.”
Wintergreen Resort, located 45 minutes southwest of 
Charlottesville, VA, is a four season mountain retreat 
with beautiful views on the eastern slopes of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains. Situated on 11,000 acres adjacent to 
the George Washington National Forest, the Resort 
offers a unique vacation, social, and conference setting 
with skiing, snowboarding, and tubing, 45 holes of 
championship golf, a tennis center with 3 indoor courts 
and 19 outdoor clay courts, a full-service spa featuring 
13 treatment rooms, a fitness center, and multiple 
dining options. Additional amenities include a lake, 
swimming pools, a youth entertainment center, and 
40,000 square feet of combined indoor/outdoor 
meeting space.
The Greenbrier® is an award-winning resort located in 
White Sulphur Springs, Greenbrier County, WV, 
famous for its classic architecture, exquisite interior 
design, carefully sculptured landscape, impeccable 
service and outstanding amenities. It has hosted 
distinguished guests from around the world since 1778. 
Situated on 6,500 acres surrounded by the Allegheny 

mountains, The Greenbrier® offers 682 guest rooms, 
40+ meeting rooms, championship golf, world class 
dining, a 40,000 square foot Five Star spa, and a 
103,000 square foot gaming and entertainment venue.
The Greenbrier Sporting Club® is a private, residential 
sporting community and equity club at The 
Greenbrier®. Members enjoy access to an array of 
private amenities, including a Members’ Lodge, award-
winning golf at The Snead Course®, spa, equestrian 
center, and sports complex, along with hiking and 
biking trails. The Greenbrier® will also be home to the 
Greenbrier Medical Institute®, opening in 2013. GMI 
will include the well-known Greenbrier Clinic®, and 
will concentrate on sports medicine and rehabilitation, 
along with executive health and wellness.
The Resort at Glade Springs® sits on 4,100 acres in 
Daniels, Raleigh County, WV and offers 215 guest 
rooms, a 15,000 square foot meeting facility, 3 
championship golf courses, fine dining, Spa Orange, 
tennis, pools, and equestrian center. The Resort is 
located in a gated community with over 800 homes, 
most of which are year-round residences.

GSWGA Opening Day
The team of Judy Cuttone (Somerset Hills), Kathy McGrorry (Jumping 
Brook), Renee McGuire-Amaral (Plainfield) and Joan Appleby (Deal) 
combined for a 67 to win the Garden State Women’s Golf Association’s 
Opening Day event at Basking Ridge.

The team of Ann Probert (Somerset Hills), Haeshin Lee (Baltusrol), and 
Cathy Ross (Knickerbocker) shot 69 to earn second place on a match of 
cards with the quartet of Sue Sardi (Cherry Valley), Karen Marzulli 
(Deal), Sissy McCabe (Baltusrol), and Mary Holle (Montclair)
Curdt Wins LPGA T&CP Western Section Title
Alison Curdt of Woodland Hills, California shot rounds of 74-80—154 to 
win the LPGA T&CP Western Section Championship at Coyote Creek 
Golf Club in Morgan Hill, California.
The victory provides Curdt, who teaches at Sherwood Country Club in 
Thousand Oaks, California, with a slot in the 2012 LPGA Championship 
as well as a check for $1200.
Alison Finney, a winner on the LPGA Tour earlier in her career, finished 
one shot behind at 155 after rounds of 81-74.
Rebecca Heinmert finished third at 162.
Dana Dormann, another former tour player, finished first in the 
Challenge Division over a slightly shorter golf course, with rounds of 
78-76—154.
Dede Cusimano took the Masters Division with rounds of 72-75—147.
Championship Divison —Max. Yardage 6,500 yards
Alison Curdt                    74-80—154
Allison Finney                 81-74—155
Rebecka Heinmert           83-79—162
Debbi Koyama                 81-82—163
Jennifer Greggain            87-79—166
Kimnberly Coleman        89-89—178
Stephanie Hayes              95-WD—WD
Challenge Division—Max. Yardage 6.200 Yards
Dana Dorman           78-76—154
Christie Quinn          85-86—171
Nancy Preston          91-84—175
Molly Springmann   87-92—179   
Masters Division—Max. Yardage 5,800 Yards
Dede Cusimano       72-75—147
Heather Drew          75-74—149
Jamie Leno Zimron  74-76—150
Karyn Dunphy          76-78—154
Kelly Spooner           80-80—160
Mindy Sipin              82-78—160
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Barlow Cup Headed to Playoff
The battle for the Nonna Barlow Cup resulted in a draw.
 For the time being, at any rate. Four teams wound up tied after 18 
holes of better-ball competition over the famed East Course at Merion 
Golf Club.
Lisa McGill and Alison Shoemaker (Sunnybrook), Liz Haines and 
Loraine Jones (Merion), Peggy Ference and Susan Beebe Sardi (Cherry 
Valley), and Victoria Abens and Desiree Headley all wound up at 4-
over par 78. 
An 18-hole playoff will be held on a date to be determined.
Meg Sorber and Sarah Coveney finished one shot out of the playoff 
after a 79.
The Barlow Cup has been played annually since 1936, save for a four-
year interruption due to World War II.
It honors Nonna Barlow, one of the greatest players in history. Mrs. 
Barlow was a nine-time Philadelphia Women’s Amateur champion and 
a five-time Women’s Eastern champion.
She also reached the U.S. Women’s Amateur finals in 1909 and 1912, 
and was the medalist in 1911.

Alison Shoemaker/Lisa McGill (Sunnybrook               38-40—78
Peggy Ference/Susan Beebe Sardi (Cherry Valley)      41-37—78
Liz Haines/Loraine Jones (Merion)                               41-37—78
Victoria Abens/Desiree Headley (DuPont)                    36-42—78
Meg Sorber/Sarah Coveney (North Hills)                     42-37—79
Noreen Mohler/Theresa Calantoni (Northampton)       40-40—80
Alexandra Frazier/Ellen Miller (Gulph Mills)              43-38—81 
Bonnie George/Maureen Koerwer (HVCC)                 41-40—81
Kerry Rutan/Marji Goldman (Phila. Cricket)               42-39—81
Karen Siegel.Linda Kennedy (Commonwealth Nat)    43-39—82

Meadow Brook Takes WMGA Interdistrict Playoff
Meadow Brook from Long Island captured the Women’s Metropolitan 
Golf Association’s team match title by winning the WMGA’s 
Interdistrict Playoff at Fresh Meadow.
Meadowbrook finished with 19 ½ points, to 13 1/2 for Cherry Valley 
from New Jersey, and 12 for Winged Foot, representing Westchester/
Connecticut.
Phoebe Timpson and Wendy Havens each won two matches and five-
and-a-half of a possible six points for Meadow Brook. Liz Berens won 
two matches and four-and-a-half points.
Kamille Caufield won two matches and the maximum six points for 
Cherry Valley,

Long Island Wins Golf Illustrated Trophy Matches
Long Island emerged triumphant in the 87th battle for the Golf 
Illustrated Trophy. The annual challenge matches 10-player 
teams from each of the WMGA’s three districts against one 
another.
Long Island finished with 34 points in the Nassau-style 
competition, to 30 ½ for Westchester/Connecticut and 25 ½ for 
New Jersey.
Sharon Hoffman won two matches for Long Island, capturing 
the maximum six points, Ann Fromer claimed five-and-a-half 
points and Mimi McAndrew five.
Veteran Fran Gacos won twice for New Jersey, claiming five-
and-a-half points in the process, Liliana Ruiz-Munoz and 
Barbara Jones each claimed the maximum six points for 
Westchester Connecticut. Ellen Oswald claimed five-and-a-half.The Meadow Brook team

Lisa Mcgil and Alison Shoemaker

Loraine Jones and Liz Haines

Peggy Ference and Susan Sardi

Victoria Abens and Desiree Headley


