
Advice from an ‘Old Timer’ on Etiquette for the WMGA 
Team Matches and Tournament Play 

 

Dear Met Player: 
 
Years ago, when I was a kid like some of you, the old bats (like me) took me 
under their wings and gave me all sorts of practical advice about the game and 
various points of etiquette. (The most embarrassing one was when one of the 
elite golfers told me not to wear ‘hot pants’ and a halter-top playing golf. She 
reduced me to tears, but she had a point …hello!)  
 
Recently, another Golf Godmother asked me, as captain of our Met team, if I had 
ever explained to the new golfers specific points of etiquette. And I said, “No, it all 
seems sort of obvious.” But it isn’t. It is just about as complicated as the swing 
itself. 
 
Here are a few essential pointers that will help all of us remember what it’s all 
about. Also, it will make us all more fun to be with on the course. Here goes! 
 

1. Resist commenting on your own shots while playing. I cannot emphasize 
this one enough. Hit the ball and DON’T SAY A WORD, not one word, 
about your own shot! No one cares about your shot. They only care about 
their own shots, plus, if you made some error it could seep into their 
consciousness.  
For example, I learned this big time, years ago. I was in some multi-day 
tournament and each day I screwed up the 7th hole…pushing the ball right 
and turning an easy hole into a nightmare. Well, I was playing with a friend 
and after my drive, I said, “I can’t believe this…it’s the third time I’ve 
messed up my drive on this hole!” My playing partner said, “Stop 
complaining. It’s downright depressing!” Whoa…she was right. This was 
NOT her problem. (And I didn’t need to put any negative thought into her 
head.) 
 
This is a lengthy way of saying, ‘Hit the ball and move on’. No 
editorializing about your shot. EVER! It will help your game, allowing you 
to focus on your next shot AND you will be far more popular as an 
opponent, fellow competitor or partner. 

 
2. Shake hands (the Golf Godmother said, ‘remove your hat and shake 

hands’!) after the match and compliment your opponent if she won. Don’t 
tell her how badly you played that day. Just be a good sport. 

 
3. Stay for lunch after playing. It’s the right thing to do. (Some of you young 

girls with babysitters during the Met Matches are forgiven if you have to 
rush home, but the rest of us should stay. It’s part of the ritual of golf.)  

 



4. Arrive at the course in plenty of time before your tee time so that you are 
not rushing to the tee and worrying others about whether you will be there. 

 
5. Stay well away from your opponent or fellow competitor at each shot. Be 

quiet while she is hitting. That means stay away from her peripheral vision, 
and don’t play with the Velcro on your golf glove while she is hitting, or 
grab your club out of your bag. 

 
6. Start thinking about your next shot as soon as you have hit your last one. 

Be ready to hit when it is your turn. By the time you have arrived at your 
shot, you should be debating between two clubs, not the whole bag! 

 
7. If attending the flag stick, hold the flag so it doesn’t flap. Keep the shadow 

of the flag stick and yourself off the line of the putt. Stand to the side so 
that shadows don’t cross the line. Also, on the green, stay out of the way 
of the person putting. Don’t ever stand behind her or beyond the flag stick 
on her line (no longer against the rules but impolite.) Give her space. Don’t 
step on the line of putt. 

 
8. At the end of each hole, check the score of that hole. This avoids 

problems later. 
 

9. Pace of Play: Keep up with the group ahead of you. Play without delay. 
Don’t talk between shots unless you are on a long walk after the drive. 
Remember, “Your position on the course is behind the group ahead of 
you, NOT ahead of the group behind you.” Look forward and not back. 

 
10. Don't be critical of ANYTHING at someone else's club, EVER, no matter 

what happened. Don’t criticize caddies, course, dining room, pro 
shop…anything! If someone else at lunch does so, change the subject or 
tell her to be quiet. It is so hard to get these courses and we are guests 
when away from home! If you feel the need to complain, contact your 
team captain or the WMGA. 

 
 
Many thanks to the Country Club of Fairfield and Helen Stovell in particular for 
this fabulous reminder of all that we should do on the golf course to have a great 
day. All of us have had a mentor that has made us feel part of the competitive 
golf world. We hope you thank your mentor and become a Golf Godmother one 
day yourself. 
 
 
 

 


